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Ninth Mantra

IX    The waking state, Vaishwanara,

Is utterance A' 3T prime syllable1,
For pervasiveness2
And for primogeniture3.
Whoso knows it as such,
Verily overcomes desires all
And becomes the First.

1.  utterance 'A' 3T prime syllable - - *A' 3T is the prime
syllable of sonant Aum and the prime letter of almost all
alphabets.

2.   For pervasiveness - - Because 'A' yf     leavens all
articulate sounds.

3.  for primogeniture - - Because of being the first (in alpha-
bet, in sonant Aum and of the three states of experience).

4.  the First - - The foremost, the supreme.

In the last mantra, the Upanishad has pointed out the
congruence between Aum and Reality, the Atman. Now it
explains in detail the similarities between the two with the aim
of directing the mind to the Reality at every thought, symbol
and chant of the sonant, Aum, and to its potency to pull the
mind and tether it to the Atman.

Placement of 'A' 3T  the first letter in the Sanskrit
alphabet, as the first syllable in Aum, to represent the waking
state, deemed to be the first in the sequence of the three
distinctive types of experience, may not seem to be logically
valid inasmuch as the unbroken cycle of experiential states,
giving prime rank to any one of them would seem to be
arbitrary. For the dream state, no less than wake-like during